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PRESS RELEASE

23.07.2014

The Association for Women’s Career Development in Hungary (AWCDH)

organized the

“HUNGARIAN-JEWISH WOMEN’S LIVES” INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

in commemoration, reconciliation and setting examples

in honor of the Hungarian Holocaust Memorial Year

in the Gobelin Room of the Danubius Hotel Gellért, Budapest

on 21 July 2014, between 10:30 am - 17:30 pm

AWCDH offered the event to commemorate

the beloved and respected Friend and Mentor, Judith Müller

Perfume creator, winner of the Perfume Oscar and the Pro Europa Prize

The Prime Minister’s Office supported the proposal submitted by the Association for Women’s Career Development in Hungary (AWCDH) in honor of the Hungarian Holocaust Memorial Year – 2014 in frame of the „Civil Foundation 2014 – Grant Program”. Owing to this and the voluntary work of the members and supporters of AWCDH, as well as supplementary grants, our international conference, “Hungarian-Jewish Women’s Lives” in commemoration, reconciliation and setting examples was organized on 21st July 2014 at Hotel Gellért in Budapest. This special event, as the only women’s event of the Memorial Year, has also been posted on the list of events on the official website of the Holocaust Memorial Year (www.holokausztemlekev2014.kormany.hu) and attracted widespread interest both in Hungary as well as abroad. 160 participants visited the conference during the day coming from Budapest and other Hungarian towns, as well (e.g. Győr, Pécs, Debrecen, Szeged, Lőrinci, etc.). 

Our foreign guests came from 10 European countries as well as Israel, US and Canada.
Andrea Ferenczi, president of the AWCDH, mentioned in her opening speech that it was during the conference „Jewish Life and Anti-Semitism in Contemporary Europe” held in the Hungarian Parliament on October 1-2, 2013 that she decided to organize a worthy women’s conference on the occasion of the Hungarian Holocaust Memorial Year. The aim of the event is to look at certain aspects of the Holocaust through the eyes of women that were little known previously. At the same time the conference commemorates the beloved and respected Friend and Mentor, Judith Müller. The organizers chose the Hotel Gellért as the venue because it was Judith’s favorite hotel.

The „Hungarian-Jewish Women’s Lives” conference, organized by the AWCDH, was the only women’s event of the Holocaust Memorial Year.

Prof. Dr. János Horváth, former Doyen of the Hungarian National Assembly, Chairman of the Board of Patrons invited within the framework of the “Hungarian-Jewish Women’s Lives” International Conference of the AWCDH

delivered an opening speech. After him, our guest of honor, HE Ms. Maria Assunta Accili, Ambassador of Italy in Budapest, greeted the conference on the occasion of the Italian Presidency of the Council of the European Union as a friend of Hungary and the Hungarian people.

Within the framework of the Judith Müller commemoration, Andrea Ferenczi, president of the AWCDH, Kate Nir, Judith’s granddaughter from Israel, and Countess Eva Csáky-Bornemisza, Founder of Smiling Hospital Foundation and Judith Müller’s childhood friend, gave their laudation.

The program continued with a panel discussion moderated by Erika Farkas, Chief Editor of MR1 Kossuth Radio  with the participation of Kate Nir, granddaughter of Judith Müller (Israel), Márta Antal makeup artist, owner of the Beauty Bar Galaxy (Budapest), Gyöngyi Fazekas HR expert, insurance expert, and representative of AWCDH (Pécs) and  Dr. Tamás Rozsos, plastic surgeon (Budapest).  The Panel discussion, entitled  “Beauty, the Great Illusion”, was inspired by the exhibition held in the Hungarian Jewish Museum in 2006, „Beauty - the Great Illusion", celebrating three distinguished Eastern-European women of Jewish origin for their contribution to  the cosmetics and perfume industries, Helena Rubinstein,  Estée Lauder, and Judith Müller.

As the closing program of the Judith Müller commemoration, a memorial plaque was inaugurated to honor Judith Müller in the Gellért Café where Judith, „Queen of the Cloulds of Scent” was always so happy.

The afternoon program of the conference was opened by a key-note speech delivered by Professor Tibor Frank, M.A., Dr.Univ., Ph.D., D.Litt. entitled “Jewish Women in Hungary”.
Professor Frank gave a comprehensive overview of the history of the life of Jew’s living in Hungary from the Middle Ages up to the present, with special mention of the role of Jewish women, who made an important contribution to Hungarian culture and played a part in its public life from the end of the 19th century, which was the most flourishing period of Hungary.

In the afternoon panel discussion Klára Kósa ceramic artist, Master of Folk Art, researcher of Jewish-Christian traditions and specialist of universal symbols, gave an introductory speech about our “common lives”.

Afterwards, guests of the conference were treated to a panel discussion held by successful women of Jewish origin in the world of culture, the arts and the economy: Katalin Hajós, media expert, Éva Pusztai-Fahidi, author of the memoir „Anima Rerum – The Soul of Things”, Ráchel Raj, cake designer, Klára Szilárd, painter, and Judit Szöllősy, literary translator. Anna Smith Lacey (Anna Stumpf), Congressional liaison - Political attaché, Embassy of Hungary, Washington D.C., was also invited to participate in the panel discussion.
The women of different generation and Professor Tibor Frank joining the panel were thinking together about how the Holocaust effected their lives and their family. They were also talking about their professional careers. They also stressed that they believe in reconciliation and are always looking for ways to help achieve it.

Our guest of honor, Professor Robert Friedmann, was introduced by Dr. Ágnes Galajda, President of the Association of Women Judges, Hungarian branch of IAWJ (International Association of Women Judges).
Prof. Robert Friedmann, Professor Emeritus, Andrew Young School of Policy Studies, Georgia State University, 

talked about his book „28 Letters – The Short Life of Renee (Baba) Friedmann on Not-So-Calm Waters” (2012). Before its publication, he researched it for 12 years. Professor Friedmann read excerpts from his mother’s letters from the book, which drew a memorable portrait of a remarkable woman with an admirable gift for writing, an astute mind, and a feeling heart. At the same time, the letters provided a vivid portrait of the times.

SIDE EVENTS
RECEPTION IN PARLIAMENT

on 22 July 2014

On the occasion of the “Hungarian-Jewish Women’s Lives” International Conference Dr. Márta Mátrai, Deputy of the Speaker of the Hungarian National Assembly, gave a reception for the honorary guests, speakers and supporters of the Conference on Tuesday, 22 July 2014 in the Hunting Room of the Parliament, where members of the diplomatic corps were also invited. After the reception, the approximately 60 Hungarian and foreign guests were invited on a tour of Parliament so they could become acquainted with the first and foremost building of Hungary, which is also one of the most beautiful public buildings in the world.

Following the events in the Parliament 

Countess Éva Csáky-Bornemisza, Founder of the Smiling Hospital Foundation, gave a reception at her residence to commemorate Judith Müller, childhood friend, winner of the Perfume Oscar, on the occasion of the  “Hungarian-Jewish Women’s Lives” International Conference.

Further information: Andrea Ferenczi (36 30 9827093) ferenczi@t-online.hu
Encl.  Program
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